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“We have this hope as  
an anchor for the soul  

firm and secure.”  
 

 

 

ACM Golden  
Anchor Gala
& 50th  

Celebrating People of Hope in our Community.

!Anniversary
Celebration

Rev. Keith Brown
A Friend Who Brings Hope 

The Claus Family 
A Family Who Brings Hope

Wilkins Associates Architects 
A Business That Brings Hope

Memorial Park Church 
A Faith Community That Brings Hope 



Fox Chapel Plaza 
1101 Freeport Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15238 

412.782.1919

Cranberry Shoppes 
20215 Route 19, Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

724.772.9090

www.GoodLooksEyewear.com

Eye care that positively impacts your life.

Eyewear that makes a unique statement about you.

Exclusive eyewear collections from top designers such as  
Tiffany & Co., Bvlgari, Coach, Michael Kors, Prada and more.

Colors. Textures. Materials. Fashion.  
Exclusive selections not available anywhere else in our region.  

Experience the full collection and have unlimited choices.

SM



The Lamagna family learned the art of cheese 
making in Italy, and we proudly brought our 

skills to America in 1928. Three generations 
later, that same attention to old world quality 
guides our master cheese making. It’s this devo-
tion and love of making wonderful cheese com-
bined with today’s modern methods that makes 
Lamagna consistently delicious.

Our Ricotta starts with the freshest 
Pennsylvania milk to create an ALL 
NATURAL – ALL milk cheese 
with no additives or preservatives.  
We use only three simple ingredi-
ents…milk, vinegar and salt… no 

whey by-product is ever added.

We are one of the few Ricotta makers that still make Ricotta 
with family pride. Holding on to our family 
values, and constantly improving and updating 
our quality control, has kept Lamagna Cheese 
in the forefront of Italian cheese making.  We 
seal 85 years of quality cheese-making expe-
rience into every package you bring home to 
your family. After all, our name is on the label 
insuring that you will enjoy great tasting tra-
ditional Italian dishes, and new creations with 
great cheeses from Lamagna.  

The next time you are grocery shopping ask for Lamagna!

Lamagna Cheese Company, Inc.
 1 Lamagna Drive, Verona, PA 15147

412-828-6112 •  www.lamagnacheese.com

Old World Values...And Right for Today



Proudly 
supports 

Anchorpoint 
Counseling 

Ministry

Corporate Governance  
Forensic Accounting  

Litigation Support  
Valuations

Fabian O’Connor, CPA
fvl.us.com | 412-201-7530

cdpsisters.org

is proud to support 
Anchorpoint 
Counseling Ministry.
Thank you for building 
hope and promoting healing 
and learning. Best wishes 
for a successful event and 
congratulations on 50 years!



Imani Christian Academy 
salutes our 

Advisory Board Member 
Kim Tillotson Fleming
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McKinley Carter is an SEC-registered investment adviser. For information pertaining to McKinley Carter’s fees and services, please contact McKinley Carter for a copy of our
disclosure statement as set forth on our Form ADV. For information pertaining to our registration status, refer to the Investment Adviser Public Disclosure website
(www.adviserinfo.sec.gov). 

BRIAN T. GONGAWARE, CFP®
Principal 

DEBBIE A. MOSES
Financial Strategist

Congratulating Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry
on 50 years of providing hope in our community!

724.940.4400 
mckinleycarter.com

Gala Program Ad_Draft2_WSO 2016  10/3/2016  11:15 AM  Page 1

www.krystalhealy.com 

krystal@krystalhealy.com
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Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry
2016 Golden Anchor Gala  
& 50th Anniversary Celebration.

Welcome! 
This Evening’s Program

Cocktail Reception

Welcome 
Master of Ceremonies, Kathy Emmons

Board President Remarks 
Jim Ogle

Invocation
Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Ron Barnes, LSW

ACM’s Impact on My Life

Dinner

Gala Chair Remarks 
Curt Fleming

Presentation of Honorees 
Jim Ogle and Rev. Dr. Ron Barnes, LSW

Announcement of Auction Winners 
Jim Ogle, Curt Fleming and Kim Fleming
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Thank you! 
 

We are grateful to those who  
made this evening possible.

Honorees • Sponsors • Donors • Advertisers 
• Attendees • Kathy Emmons • LeMont Staff

Gala Committee 
Curt & Kim Fleming — Honorary Corporate Chairs 

Craig Garver • Rev. Bill Dambach  • Mary Ellen Esquino • Lisa Feraco  
• Curt Fleming • Joyce Gongaware • Fran Halley • Sylvia Lynn   

W. Aaron Mickens • Jim Ogle • Denise Patsko • Ron Pusic  

Board Members
• Jim Ogle (President)  • Mark Anderson (Vice President)  

• Jeffrey J. Gmuer (Treasurer) • Kevin Caridad • Rev. Bill Dambach 
• Wayne Desbrow • Curt Fleming • Craig Garver • Fran Halley 

• Brian T. Hardy • Sylvia Lynn • W. Aaron Mickens • Abraham Moosa  
• Jan O’ Conner • Ronald M. Pusic • Manny Schnepp • Heather C. Stumpf   

• Sr. Betty J. Sundry  • Alfred E. Thomson, IV • Diane Zebrine

Anchorpoint Staff 
Rev. Dr. Ron Barnes, LSW, Executive Director 

Administration 
• Denise Patsko, Director of Development • Wendy Cibula, Communications Coordinator

• Lisa Feraco, Office Manager • Laurie Bungard, Assistant Office Manager

Tutoring and Education   
• Cassie Wimmer, LSW, Community Education Program Manager 
• Joan Wolf Schenker, MEd, Family Life Specialist/Parent Coach 

• Sandy Niekum, MEd, Tutoring Program Manager  
•  Leanne Bentz, MS, Tutoring Program Assistant 

 
Counselors

• Sr. Mary Jane Beatty, CDP, MSEd, LMFT • Rev. Don Ludwig, LSW• Jennifer McCaslin, 
MA, NCC, LPC • Robin Rishel, PHD, LPC• Barbara Smith, MA, CAADC, CCDPD, LPC

• Jay Sperling, MSEd, LPC • Don Shar, MA, NCC • Cassie Wimmer, LSW 
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Major Sponsors 
Gala Sponsors 

Visionary
Anonymous  

Hefren-Tillotson, Inc. 
Medical Service Associates

Purposeful
McKinley Carter Wealth Services 

Federated Investors

Nurturing
Clark Hill, PLC 

Steve Ross and Shelley Scherer

50th Anniversary Sponsors 
Hefren-Tillotson, Inc. - Visionary Eagle

Medical Service Associates - Visionary Eagle 
McKinley Carter Wealth Services - Nurturing Birdie

Abraham Moosa/Janney Montgomery Scott - Golden Nugget 
Franklin Inn Mexican Restaurant - Golden Nugget

Sperling Funeral Home - Golden Nugget

Thank you!
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1114 Grandview Avenue
- Atop Mt. Washington -

412-431-3100
www.LeMontPittsburgh.com
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Hope Auction

Thank you to these generous auction donors: 

Don’t forget to purchase raffle ticket sheets to win fabulous  
prizes! Proceeds will be used for client care.

#1 Cochran 
Anonymous
Sister Mary Jane Beatty 
Big Burrito Restaurant Group 
Body Tech Health & Fitness
Buckhead Saloon
Laurie Bungard
Carnegie Science Center  
The Cheesecake Factory 
Wendy Cibula
Cinemark North Hills 
Eat’n Park 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Esquino 
Mrs. Angela Fasold 
Mr. & Mrs. John Feraco 
Giant Eagle Markets
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gongaware 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Gmuer 
Good Looks Eye Wear
Brian Hardy
Jon & Joni Perry
Kayak Pittsburgh
LeMont 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Lamagna 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Lynn 

W. Aaron Mickens 
Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Moosa 
Narcisi Winery
Ms. Janet R. O’Connor 
Jim Ogle 
Denise Patsko 
Pittsburgh Associates 
Pittsburgh Concert Chorale 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald M. Pusic
Sisters of Divine Providence
Supercuts 
Wagner’s Market 
Cassy Wimmer 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Zebrine

Special Thank you to  
Steve Ehrlich and the 
East Allegheny High  
School String Quartet for 
tonight’s special music.

Gifts listed here were received in our office 
before the printing of this program. If 
your name has been accidentally omitted 
or misspelled, please accept our sincere 
apologies and notify us at 412.366.1300. 
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People Need Hope 
Our faith-based Anchorpoint Counseling 

Ministry believes that Christianity is a servant- 
focused communal belief system. The need to 
serve others was instilled into Christianity by 

Jesus Christ and the life he lived on earth over 2,000 years ago. 
Christianity inspires and teaches about the core significance of com-
munal motivation above individual motivation in our lives. Service 
to others is our way of living hopeful lives and obeying Christ’s 
teaching. Each of us here tonight can offer hope to others. This 
builds community. There are as many stories of building hope as 
there are people here tonight. We have selected four awardees and 
are privileged to honor them for all they contribute to our communi-
ties. Thank you for being here this evening. Your presence, support, 
and involvement is another Anchor of Hope. 

Blessings in your everyday journey of  this hope-filled life we 
have been given.  

ABRAHAM MOOSA, AWMA®, CRPC®

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
One PPG Place, Suite 2200, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412.562.8197   amoosa@janney.com 
www.abrahammoosa.com
www.janney.com    Member: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

Proud Supporter.
Abraham Moosa is proud to support 
Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry 
and its 50th Anniversary celebration.

Helping people achieve their financial dreams 
through investment management, retirement 
planning, risk management and estate 
conservation.

Executive Director
Rev. Dr. Ron Barnes, LSW
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Welcome to our Anchorpoint Gala celebrating 
50 years of serving families in need through faith 
based counseling, tutoring and parent education 
programs! What a milestone!..50 years!..In the be-
ginning when several local churches got together 
with a mission to serve their community, no one 
could have foretold the issues that families face 
today…Anxiety, depression, substance abuse, 
anger, loneliness, divorce, isolation and grief are 
realities of today that stress and tear apart families 
and dreams…And, sadly, we all know stories involving our youth 
with overdose and suicide that change families and lives forever.

Parents today, and single parents in particular, face adversity and 
need guidance and support in order to grow. Anchorpoint continues 
to be that anchor and strength for people going through the many 
challenges of life – the friend who offers hope, guidance and heal-
ing. While we don’t know what the issues for families are going to 
be in next 50 years, we do know that the need now for Anchorpoint 
services has never ever been greater and will never disappear!

It is with great pride that we honor tonight some people who 
have had a major impact on the Anchorpoint story. It is because of 
people like this that Anchorpoint has been able to serve families for 
50 years! Hope is what drives our honorees — hope that together we 
can save families and save lives — hope that we can teach people to 
set boundaries and grow despite adversity. Our honorees are differ-
ent simply because they got involved and by doing so they inspire 
others. They wanted to make a difference in someone else’s life! 
Please spend a few minutes with each and thank them for who they 
are and what they do. They are special people we are proud to have 
as part of the Anchorpoint family tonight.

We are so thankful for all of you for being here tonight and our 
many, many supporters throughout the Pittsburgh area. You inspire 
the staff, counselors, tutors, volunteers and Board in ways that you 
do not know. Because of all of you we continue to be energized in 
our mission to grow Anchorpoint through the next 50 years and im-
pact more families than ever before!

Thanks for your very generous support! Enjoy the evening.

Board President -  Jim Ogle 
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some high notes,

some low notes,

but always a beautiful song.

Family is like music,

Proudly supporting the
Golden Anchor Gala

We deliver great experiences

design-builders
general contractors

construction managers

www.mascaroconstruction.com
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A native Pittsburgher, Kathy Emmons 
is the co-host of The Ride Home with 
John and Kathy, the afternoon drive talk 
program broadcast by 101.5 WORDfm 
in metropolitan Pittsburgh.  Presented by 
Salem Media Group, The Ride Home is 
at the forefront of faith-based radio, com-
bining conversation, news, entertainment 
and learning, all within the framework of 
a Christian worldview.  Kathy is also a re-
treat speaker, a conference leader, and an event host in the region.

Additionally, Kathy has served as Worship Leader and Music 
Director at Bellefield Presbyterian Church on the University of 
Pittsburgh campus since 1998. She holds a degree in Communica-
tions & Writing from the University of Pittsburgh, and in Interior 
Design from the Art Institute of Pittsburgh. Kathy loves sports, pho-
tography, reading, and slow Sundays with her family. She lives in 
Pittsburgh with her husband and two daughters.

We are happy to have Kathy emceeing tonight’s event. 

In Recognition of  
Kim Fleming  

for all the good work  
she does for  

our community.
Thank you,

Steve Ross &  
Shelley Scherer

Master of Ceremonies -  Kathy Emmons 
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700 Blazier Drive,  
Wexford, PA 15090 

sperlingfuneral@aol.com
Jarett D. Sperling, Supervisor

Learn more about our services  
at www.sperlingfuneral.com
or  call us at 724-933-9200.

Our Mission: To provide compassionate  
care, the highest service standards, and 
bereavement support to the communities  

and families that we serve.

BRIAN T. HARDY, CPA
Partner

Medwig & Co. 
Certified Public Accountants

401 Wood Street,  
Suite 1000

Pittsburgh,  PA  15222

Phone: 412-562-9117
Fax: 412-562-9092

Brian@hardycpa.com

e e eratd d

Federated is a registered trademark of Federated Investors, Inc.     2016 ©Federated Investors, Inc.

1-800-341-7400 FederatedInvestors.com

Markets can be unpredictable. Since 1955, millions of investors have relied on 
Federated’s experience to navigate challenging environments. Our stability and
diligent approach have led to the investment solutions investors have come
to expect from one of the nation’s largest investment managers. 

Investment Solutions

Q453357_4.5x3.5_AD:Layout 1  9/29/2016  10:38 AM  Page 1
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When it comes to helping

our communities

we’re all in

Clark Hill’s full-service model
offers an unmatched depth of
integrated resources and talented
attorneys and professionals who
can anticipate and respond to
your ever-changing business
needs and challenges. Learn
more about our Personal Legal
Services and other practices at
clarkhill.com

Your participation today has enabled  
ACM to continue to serve our community.  

We look forward to our 50th year of  
ministry because of your generosity.

 
Building hope and promoting healing  

and learning through faith-based  
counseling and support services.

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”   
                                                                    —Hebrews 6:19

Thank you

Sunrise Commercial  
Contracting &  

Electrical Services 
Since 1976 

Yes, We Do It All!
 

57 Scott Ridge Road • Harmony, PA 16037 
P: 724-452-8640 • F: 724-452-8860

www.sunrisecommericalcontracting.com
sunrisecommercialcontracting@verizon.net
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Anchorpoint’s Services are here  
and affordable because of YOU!  

 
Thank you for your generosity in  

helping us bring hope to so many!

“I cannot thank you enough for all of the 
encouragement and love that you have 
given me. It means a lot to have some-
body to believe in you.” - High School Stu-
dent in Tutoring at ACM 

“I am hopeful! In this short period I have 
seen positive change in my relationship 
with my custodial granddaughter. Her 
counselor seems very effective and has 
helped me also. I am grateful that you are 
here and affordable. Thank you.” - Family 
in Counseling

“Our counselor is amazing. She has helped 
me and my daughter so much. Her voice 
has been a great comfort to me during 
this difficult time.” - Family in Counseling

“This group was extremely helpful to me. I 
learned so many helpful skills to feel better 
about myself.  I also learned how to cope 
with unhelpful feelings and thoughts.”  - 
Sanctuary for Teens Participant

“I’ve had family counseling with my wife 
and son, individual counseling on issues 
relating to my anger, and marriage coun-
seling on communication gaps. Without 
exception, the counseling I received was 
helpful, compassionate and practical. 
The spiritual focus in our sessions was 
especially helpful.” - Counseling Client 

“The staff is incredible, not only to the 
children, but to the parents. The cost is 
definitely affordable. I love having coun-
seling and tutoring in the same building. 
It makes things so much easier.”- Parent of 
Child in Counseling and Tutoring

“This program, the tutors, and the entire 
staff have been one of the biggest bless-
ings in our lives and truly an answer to 
prayer. This service has been invaluable 
and life changing for our son.” - Parent of 
Child in Counseling and Tutoring

“Never take God out of what you all are 
doing, it helped me, and it’ll help others.” 
-  Family in Therapy

“As soon as I heard my counselor’s voice 
on the phone, I knew I had found the right 
person to help me. Her kindness, compas-
sion and gentleness have impacted me 
greatly and her experience and valuable 
suggestions have helped me tremen-
dously. I feel so comfortable talking to her 
about my life and my faith. I thank God for 
her every day.” - Counseling Client

“The best part of group is getting to know 
strong women who are going through 
similar situations. They’re so supportive 
and helpful.” – Women’s Self Care Group 
Participant

“This workshop changed my life with my 
kids. I like the intervention strategies and 
role-playing; seeing it helps solidify the 
concepts. I needed a reminder of how 
much difference I can make. The personal 
stories and experiences were excellent. - 
Education Workshop Participant

“My therapist is awesome! Very kind, car-
ing and smart. It’s very helpful for those 
without insurance and who have low in-
come. I love that I can come get help and 
pay what I can.” - Counseling Client
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How You Can Help Anchorpoint  
Serve Your Neighbors in Need...

Thank you for supporting Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry. 
ACM relies on generous donations from individuals, businesses, 
congregations, foundations, and others to subsidize fees to 
assist those who would otherwise not be able to take advantage 
of our services. Together, we will make a difference!

Pray—The earnest prayer of a righteous man has great power and 
wonderful results—James 5:16. Please include us on your prayer 
list and pray for our clients. 

Refer—Do you know someone in need of counseling? A 
child struggling with school work? Moms and dads in need of 
parenting help? Folks who would benefit from our grief,  een, or 
other support groups?  Let them know Anchorpoint is available 
to help.

Donate—Your monetary and in-kind assistance sustains the 
work of ACM. Thanks to your support, we are able to provide 
one of the few low-cost faith-based counseling services avail-
able. Please consider: • Monthly Gifts  • One-time Monetary Gifts 
• In Kind Donations (call for a list of current needs) • Restaurant 
Gift Cards for support group meals • United Way: #354 • Gifts in 
Memory or in Honor of a Loved One

Volunteer & Special Opportunities—Your par-
ticipation is appreciated: • Tutoring • Bulk Mailing Helpers 
• Clerical Support at our office • Special Event & Committee 
Help  • Join our Board of Directors. We are interviewing indi-
viduals who will help to steer the future of this ministry. 		
	 	   
Anchorpoint Ambassadors—Help us connect with 
your church, business or organization. Together, we can 
reach out and serve those in need.

Connect with us online—Follow us and share our 
posts with your friends on social media. Sign up for our 
email updates via our website: AnchorpointCounseling-
Ministry.org.

Call us at 412-366-1300 for more information!



20

Congratulations to the 2016  
Golden Anchor Gala  

Honorees
  

Rev. Keith Brown

The Claus Family

Wilkins Associates  
Architects

 
Memorial Park Church 

 
Thank you for  
Inspiring Hope!
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Meet our  
2016

Golden Anchor Gala
Honorees
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A Friend Who Brings Us Hope
Rev. Keith Brown

In 1962, Keith Brown was invited 
by Memorial Park Presbyterian Church 
to become the Director of Christian 
Education, specializing in Youth Min-
istry.  As was true for other churches, 
Keith found it difficult to attract teen-
agers to the youth programs in church: 
no matter what he tried only a small 
number attended.  Frustrated, he called 

a friend who was successful in youth ministry, 
to ask “What works?” His friend replied, “Bus 
Trips.”

So Keith organized a week long bus 
trip to Philadelphia, Ocean City, and inner 
city New York. This itinerary combined fun 

with a study of what churches were doing to 
reach inner city youth.  The bus had 40 seats, but only 20 kids 

signed up for the trip. Keith called LaVerne Rasmussen, a Lutheran 
Pastor at St. Johns, to see if he could get enough teenagers from his 
church to fill the bus.  He did.

Keith, his wife Carole, LaVerne and 37 young people went off on 
a trip that planted the seeds of what was to become the North Hills 
Youth Ministry. The next summer, Keith and Carole took 80 young 
people, Presbyterians and Lutherans, to a Young Life-type ministry 
that would reach out to their unchurched friends at North Allegheny 
High School.  They suggested that the ecumenical ministry be called 
Key Club, proclaiming that Jesus Christ is the key to life.

In 1966 the proposal was presented to the North Hills Ministeri-
al Association, and 40 churches—Protestant and Catholic—heartily 
endorsed the ministry which was then called the North Hills Youth 
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Ministry. Keith was asked to be the director. Hundreds of teens re-
sponded, and soon the ministry added more bus trips, a Coffee-
House, the Friday Night Dance, and the Echo Club which reached 
out to the unchurched at the high schools in the North Hills.

Now, 50 years later, Rev. Brown says that he and the many youth 
“who have become adult disciples of Jesus Christ are proud to be the 
spiritual ancestors of Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry.”

We are honored to have the opportunity to recognize  
Rev. Keith Brown as a Friend Who Inspires Hope. 

50 Years of Amazing  
Leadership! Thank you!

Directors &  
Acting Directors

Keith Brown: 1966 to 1972

Dale Sewell - 1972 to 1976

Randy Younkin - 1976 to 1978

John Rickloff - 1978 to 1986

Linda Stone Neuenschwander -  
1986 to 1987

Ron Barnes - 1987 to Present



24

The origins of the Claus Family began in 1974 at Price 
Waterhouse (now PwC). Gary Claus was working as a brand new 
staff accountant when Jo Ann joined the firm as a secretary in the 
HR Department. 

Jo Ann changed Gary’s life 
in the most incredible way when 
her gift to him that Christmas 
was the Good News for Modern 
Man, the current day language 
translation of the Gospel. 

“I was surprised by the 
gift,” says Gary, “as she did not 
come across as a ‘goody two 
shoes,’ but I began to read the 
book.” Gary had attended church as a child but drifted away he says, 
“like so many young people do, owing to jobs, etc. That gift and Jo 
Ann’s act of faith in giving it changed my life and the lives of all 
our family members. They, and I, literally would not be here today 
if she hadn’t given me the gift of hope that is Jesus Christ by her 
demonstration of faith.” 

The couple has two sons, Adam and Damon. Adam is married to 
Brianne. They have two children. Damon’s wife is Catherine.

When asked about something that would surprise folks about the 
Claus Family, newer family member, Catherine, says, “The Claus 
Family comes across as serious, well organized and really having its 
act together, and they do, but in reality, we are generally a pretty silly 
group - especially the guys.”  They love to laugh and talk in strange 
voices. Ask Damon to do “Dauber Lombarski” for you.”  This sense 
of humor can be traced back to Gary, who has been known to tell a 
joke or two in various dialects. The Claus Family’s outward image 
of seriousness is a “shield behind which a bunch of goofballs hide.”

All kidding aside, Anchorpoint has much respect for the Claus 

A Family Who Brings Us Hope
The Claus Family
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Family. Executive Director, Ron Barnes, says, “The Claus Family 
believes strongly in investing in and caring for the broader Pittsburgh 
community. They have served on numerous Pittsburgh non-profit 
agency boards and have reached out to minister to youth and adults at 
their church for many years. Their Christian faith and their deep roots 
in Pittsburgh have made them a very deserving ‘Family of Hope’.”

Indeed, a common thread of hope that runs through all of the 
Claus Family members is a strong faith and belief in Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God. “We don’t say that with a sense of pride,” says Gary, 
“because we did nothing to deserve the gift, and will never be able 
to earn what comes from it. Rather, we are grateful for God’s gifts, 
and see ourselves as stewards of them.”  

Most of the family have had, or still do have, an active involvement 
working with youth and young people. Jo Ann and Gary taught 
the teens in Sunday school for several years and later had active 
roles in youth programs at North Hills Community Baptist Church 
(NHCBC). Jo Ann wrote, produced, and directed youth musicals at 
the church for many years. She still maintains an ongoing dialogue 
with many of her former pupils. Both Adam and Brianne served 
in the role of Director of Youth Ministry at NHCBC, taking turns 
with the job for a period of seven years. Brianne teaches fifth grade 
in the Fox Chapel Area School District. Her focus is on children 
with special needs, particularly those with autism. Gary has been 
a member of the Board of Trustees at Robert Morris University for 
more than 15 years. He sees the importance of education in fostering 
hope in the lives of young people. The family sees “young people as 
the place for hope to grow, and faith in God as the reason for hope.”

While not directly linked with youth, the careers of Damon and 
Catherine involve serving others. Damon is the Manager Director 
of Castus Consulting, LLC. He is a graduate of Virginia Tech 
University and he is guided by the school’s motto, “Ut Prosim” (that 
I may serve) in both his personal and professional life. Catherine 
is a Human Resource Manager for i+iconUSA where she manages 
day to day human resource needs of the company. Among her 
work-related activities are opportunities to counsel managers and 
employees on employee relation concerns and the design, implement 
and management of wellness programs. 

The Claus family has been actively involved with Anchorpoint 
for many years. Besides Jo Ann serving faithfully on our board and 
the family’s generous financial contributions, they can be counted 



26

on to attend and support our special events and fund-raisers. They 
are long-time supporters of our Anchorpoint Golf Classic.

In addition, to the youth leadership and the youth work 
mentioned above, Jo Ann has served her church as a leader of 
C.O.R.E. (the Women’s Ministry of NHCBC), Chairperson of 
the Board of Deacons, youth mission trip leader, lay leader, choir 
member, song leader, and she has also provided special music for 
solos. She has been a leader in Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) and 
served as a board member for Anchorpoint during the time we 
were known as North Hills Youth Ministry Counseling Center. In 
addition, she has been a community leader serving on the board 
for the Hampton Alliance for Educational Excellence (HAEE). 

Gary also has impressive civic and community leadership 
service in addition to his youth-related and church volunteering. 
He is currently the chair for the National Organizing Committee of 
the Price Waterhouse Retired Partners and serves on the board of 
the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium as well as other organizations 
relating to his profession. Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania 
and Baptist Homes of Western Pennsylvania are among some of the 
other organizations where he has served as a board member.

The Claus Family says that they “have been involved with North 
Hills Youth Ministry and Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry for 
more years than we can remember.” The youth ministry connection 
is obvious. However, they say that they would be selling Ron Barnes 
short if they left it at that. “Ron is a very dear friend to all of us,” says 
Gary. “Jo Ann and I see him as a brother, and Adam, Brianne and 
Damon think of him as both a mentor and spiritual guide. Catherine 
has not had the opportunity to know Ron for as long as the rest of us, 
but she shares the same love and respect we have for him.”   

“Stated simply,” Gary continues, “Ron lives his faith in his 
counseling work every day, and we are blessed to have him  - and so 
many others at ACM - ‘working the vineyard’ on our behalf day in 
and day out. The good works of the Ministry have been supported by 
so many with whom we travel the same journey that it is impossible 
to name them all.  But we all love Ron, and believe so strongly in his 
work that supporting Anchorpoint is as natural to us as breathing.” 

We are so blessed to travel this journey with you as well, Claus 
Family! Thank you.

We are honored to have the opportunity to recognize  
the Claus Family as a family who Inspires Hope. 
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Wilkins Associates Architects was founded 
in 1965 by Ken Wilkins. A few thousand proj-
ects have passed the private practice’s doors 
including acting as the architects for the North 
Hills School District for twenty years and much 
generosity towards Anchorpoint Counseling 
Ministry.

A high school graduate from Cleveland, 
founder, Ken Wilkins, received his degree from 
Carnegie Tech graduating in 1959. He married his wife, Trudie, in 
1959 and they moved to St. Louis where Ken worked for the Army 
Corps of Engineers in Granite City. There they met a couple who 
would become their best friends to this day.  

The couple moved back to Pittsburgh and Ken received his ar-
chitectural license in 1964. Ken says that he and Trudie have been 
“blessed with 57 years together.” His son, Pete, was born in 1966 
with a mental handicap. His daughter, Julia, was born in 1969. Ken 
and Trudie provided caregiver duties for Pete until 2002 when Ken 
says, “A wonderful organization called Partners for Quality was 
able to place him in a supervised independent living facility. He’s 
happy as a lark and almost runs the place.”

Trudie opened Houseworks Furniture 
in 1980 and had three stores before she re-
tired from the business in 2012. For many 
years, she provided trucks for Anchorpoint 
to haul thousands of books to our sale lo-
cations. Because of Trudie’s business, they 
were able to make numerous trips to Den-
mark and Italy which included side trips to 

A Business that Brings Us Hope
Wilkins Associates Architects 
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Germany, France, and Crete.  
Ken says that being generally quiet and reserved, “Trudie and 

I don’t wear our faith on our sleeve, but try to embody it in our 
dealing with others.” Mission accomplished—anyone who has had 
the pleasure of meeting Ken and Trudie has been approached with 
gentleness and respect. Over the years, Anchorpoint has been abun-
dantly blessed by their faith in action.

Ken says, “We’ve been involved with Anchorpoint one way or 
another since North Hills Youth Ministry’s founding by Keith Brown 
fifty years ago.” He was invited to join the board in 1990 by then 
development director, Diane Crouse, and Linda Neuenschwander, 
past acting director and board member — A position Ken held for 
six years. Ken was instrumental in acquiring the facilities and plans 
for Anchorpoint’s offices. He not only found our new office space 
for us but also created the deal to move our offices from Northway 
Mall to our present location at McKnight East. Ken says that he also 
formed a lasting friendship with our executive director, Ron Barnes, 
through his association with Anchorpoint. 

In addition to his serving Anchorpoint in countless ways, Ken 
served his community through being on two boards in Ross Town-
ship. He also served Hiland Church as a member of Session.

Ken enjoys golf and says, “I 
used to be pretty good.” He tries to 
play twice a week. Just last month 
Wilkins Associates Architects was 
a Birdie sponsor and his foursome 
won first place in the Second Flight 
of the 2016 Anchorpoint Golf 
Classic. We’d say he’s still pretty 
good! We are grateful to Wilkins 
Associates Architects for the long-
time sponsorship of this golf tour-
nament.

Ken says that he has been trying for the past five or six years to 
ease into retirement mode, but “Trudie and my many clients won’t 
let me!”

“Wilkins Associates Architects was chosen,” explains our exec-
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utive director, Ron Barnes, “because Ken has been actively involved 
with Anchorpoint for so many years. He has used both his business 
and personal resources for the benefit of our clients.” His involve-
ment as a board member, in using his skills as a business man and 
architect for our office space, and his faithful and generous financial 
support has been a blessing to Anchorpoint.”  Ron continues, “He 
has been a great encouragement to Anchorpoint regarding its im-
portant mission in the Greater North Hills Area.”

When asked what brings him hope, Ken’s answer is simple and 
sweet, “My kids and my grandkids, Drea and Cecelia give me hope 
for the future and our world.”  Wilkins Associates Architects and 
Ken’s personal participation have given this same hope to many 
other families as well — families who come through the doors he 
helped to acquire.  

We are honored to have the opportunity to recognize 
Wilkins Associates Architects as a Business that Inspires Hope. 

50 Years of  Support   

and Sponsorship.  

Thank you!

Thank to the many 

businesses and 

organizations who have  

provided us support over 

these 50 years through

sponsorships, monetary  

donations, grants,  

silent auction & raffle  

items, volunteers and  

so much more.
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Thank you to our  
Faith Community for 

the Legacy of Healing!

ACM’s Original Founding Churches 
- Most still support this ministry today -

• Ascension Lutheran 	 
• Berkeley Hills Lutheran  
• Christ Episcopal 	  
• Heritage Presbyterian  
• Hiland Presbyterian	 
• Ingomar United  
  Methodist  
• McKnight Methodist 	 
• Mellwood Park  
  Presbyterian  
• Memorial Park  
  Presbyterian  

• Mount Calvary Lutheran  
• North Hills  
  Presbyterian  
• Northmont Presbyterian 
• Ross Community  
  Presbyterian  
• St. John’s Lutheran  
• St. John’s Evangelical  
  Lutheran  
• Trinity Lutheran

• Bethlehem Lutheran  
• Community Presbyterian  
  of Ben Avon  
• Fox Chapel  
  Presbyterian Women  
• Glenshaw Presbyterian 
• Hampton Presbyterian 
• North Hills  
  Community Baptist  
• Parkwood Presbyterian 
• Presbyterian Church  
  of Sewickley  
• Sisters of Bethany

• Sisters of Divine  
  Providence
• St. Brendan’s Episcopal  
• St. John Neumann Parish 
• Sts. John & Paul Parish 
• St. Paul’s United  
  Methodist
• St. Richard Parish 
• St. Sebastian Parish 
• St. Thomas Church  
  in the Fields  
• Wexford Community  
  Presbyterian

Additional supporting churches joined us in  
the years that followed. Some of the communities  
below have been partnering with us for decades.

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its  
own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole  
body is healthy and growing and full of love.” - Ephesians 4:16



31

Memorial Park was founded as a mission congregation of the 
United Presbyterian Church of North America in 1941. It was lo-
cated in the relatively rural and undeveloped North Hills area, in 

the town of McCandless. 
The first worship services 
were held in the old Peebles 
School building at the cor-
ner of Duncan Avenue and 
Peebles Road (presently Co-
laizzi’s Beauty Salon). The 
organizing pastor was Rev. 
John Mark Scott. The church 
purchased land in 1944 to 
build a permanent church. 

That church was located on Sam-
ple Road near the intersection with 
Peebles Road. The congregation 
purchased an old church build-
ing from a Lutheran church on 
the North Side and disassembled, 
moved, and reassembled the entire 

building on their property.  
By the late 1950s, under the leadership 

of the first permanently called pastor, Rev. 
Charles Skuce, the congregation had out-
grown the building and property on Sam-
ple Road. A seven acre piece of ground at 
Duncan and Peebles was purchased from 

the Allegheny County Memorial Park cemetery, and plans were be-
gun to move the congregation to a new site. The current sanctuary 
was constructed in 1962, and the Fellowship Hall building and at-
taching breezeway were added in 1963.

A Faith Community that Brings Us Hope
Memorial Park Church 
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NHYMCC (ACM) 40th Anniversary 
Celebration in Clayton Center

During the pastoral tenure of Rev. Richard Todd in the 1970’s, 
the membership of Memorial Park climbed to over 1,500. A dynam-
ic youth ministry was a strong draw of that era. Then in the 1980’s 
under the leadership of Rev. Jerald Landrey, a singles ministry was 
born and became a highly successful outreach to the community. 
There was a decline in membership in the 1980’s when a large num-
ber of families left to found the new Northway Christian Communi-
ty. Membership dipped to approximately 1000 by 1989.

In 1990,  Rev. Douglas Pratt was called to be the senior pastor and 
the church began a new era of expansion and spiritual growth.  Sev-
eral significant facility expansions and renovations were completed 
in the 1990s, including the addition of a narthex at the front entry 
of the church in 1991, renovation of the sanctuary (including pur-
chase of a new organ) 
in 1993, purchase of a 
home at 8830 Peebles 
Road for staff housing 
in 1994, and comple-
tion of a $1.7 million, 
17,000 square foot 
addition for offices 
and classrooms in 
1997. A Christian pre-
school affiliated with 
the church was found-
ed in 1993.

In 1998 the Sat-
urday Night Worship 
service was initiated. 
This contemporary 
style service is held 
Saturday’s at 6:00 
P.M. at the Clayton Community Youth Center. Contemporary Chris-
tian music is played by a live band and the format is casual - but 
you’ll hear the same pastoral message as what is presented on Sun-
days. 

There have been many highlights in the past 15 years, including 
the construction of The Clayton Community Youth Center in 2004 
and an historical congregational vote in 2007 to disaffiliate with the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and unite with the Evangelical Presby-
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terian Church (EPC). Several 
properties on Peebles Road 
have been purchased for mis-
sions and ministry purposes, 
and most recently, the gen-
erosity of Memorial Park’s 
church family led to the ex-
pansion of the Preschool and 
Children’s Ministries Wings, 
as well as a new Cafe/Lounge 
area in the Welcome Center. 

In May 2006 (just prior 
to our uniting with the EPC), 
Dr. D. Dean Weaver answered 
the call to lead Memorial Park 
into this new era.  Dr. Weaver 
formerly served as the pastor 
of Knox Presbyterian Church 
in Buffalo, New York. For Pastor Dean, the Word comes first and 
everything else follows. He and his wife Beth have six children ages 
18 to 27 and live in Ingomar, Pa. The current active membership is 
approximately 1550.

Not only has Memorial Park been instrumental in the found-
ing of what is now Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry but they have 
been available throughout these fifty years providing support in so 
many ways. Referrals for our services, volunteers, board members 
and our founding executive director, Rev. Brown, have come from 
this church. They have also opened their facilities to us for several 
of our annual book sales and were generous in giving us space for 
our 40th Anniversary Celebration, Rock’n in the Spirit. Many of 
our parent education workshops have been hosted by this gener-
ous church over the years. Memorial Park is one of the reasons that 
Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry is here today. One of the reasons 
that this ministry is available to serve so many in need of hope and 
healing these past fifty years.

We are honored to have the opportunity  
to recognize Memorial Park Church  

as a Faith Community that Inspires Hope.
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“God has saved me from myself and profoundly changed my life 
several times. Among these was the day I met Keith Brown, found-
er of NHYMCC [now Anchorpoint]. 
His “coffee house” for teenagers 
was a fledgling youth ministry at 
the  time. Imagine my surprise when, 
40 years later, upon moving back to 
“the burgh,” Anchorpoint was re-
ferred to me as an excellent counsel-
ing and tutoring resource. I had not 
known of the coffee house’s fate–I 
learned how it is now touching so many lives, both kids and adults. 
Better yet, the referral was right on. I can’t praise enough the personal 
counseling I’ve received, and the tutoring program goes way beyond 
others I’ve tried. The staff took a dedicated, personal interest in my 
daughter’s circumstances by working closely with me and her teach-
ers. They related to her individual personality to make her experience 
a positive one, and have created an atmosphere of praise and fun for 
the kids. The amazing growth, longevity, and the many ways the or-
ganization now lifts up the community it serves is testament to God’s 
work and to the dedication and compassion of the staff.” – Denise 
Moorehouse, Client 

Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry (ACM), established in 1966, 
has grown to encompass the needs of individuals of all ages. We are 
unique in our approach to strengthen family life by offering a ho-

Original coffee house gang

About Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry
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listic approach that includes the integration of emotional, relational, 
and spiritual healing through individual and family counseling, sup-
port group therapy, parent education and prevention programs and a 
tutoring/mentoring program. 

North Hills Area churches created Anchorpoint Counseling Min-
istry (formerly the North Hills Youth Ministry Counseling Center) as 
a non-denominational outreach ministry to teens. Moving from this 
emphasis on teens in 1982, the ministry began working with parents, 
the primary influence determining the health and well-being of the 
family. Today, Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry is a Healing and 
Educational Ministry providing:

• Professional counseling services—We conduct an average of 
3,000+ counseling sessions annually. On average, 40% of our cli-
ents pay according to a sliding scale fee based on annual income. 
No one is denied service due to financial constraints. Counseling 
services include: crisis intervention, elementary-age intervention, 
family, marital, couple, individual, adult, young adult, and teen. 

Issues we address include: anger management, anxiety, bully-
ing, depression, drug and alcohol abuse, eating disorders, family 
conflict, financial problems, grief support, loneliness and alienation, 
overindulgence, parenting skills, peer pressure, physical and emo-
tional abuse, school problems, separation and divorce, single par-
enting, and stress.

We continue to integrate emotional healing with spiritual heal-
ing and attempt to bring the life-changing message of Christ and the 
resources of faith into the counseling room with many of our clients. 
However, there are always clients who do not wish to incorporate spir-
itual concerns into their counseling and we respect their boundaries. 

• Support Group Therapy is a growing area of the ministry. 
One-on-one counseling with individuals, couples and families re-
mains the core for healing at Anchorpoint Counseling Ministry, fol-
lowed by tutoring and parent education. In addition, we are encour-
aged by the strides our clients are making through support group 
therapy. Our groups bring together those who share a common ex-
perience or struggle in a safe and caring environment. Facilitated 
by ACM therapists, these groups encourage, empower and instill 
hope while helping attendees to develop coping tools to successfully 
maintain a healthy lifestyle long after the support group experience.

• Parenting education classes and workshops on a variety of 
topics throughout the community for parents on specific child-rear-
ing themes, presentations on family issues, and leadership training 



seminars. In 2012 we introduced Parent Coaching as well.
• Tutoring/mentoring (Youth Development Program) — 

Reducing the risks facing children is a great challenge. Our Youth 
Development Program, opened in 2001, has continued to grow and 
thrive with promising results. The counseling program focuses on 
improving emotional, relational, and spiritual health of its young 
clients and strives to restore effective communication within their 
families. The tutoring/mentoring component seeks to increase the 
self-worth and academic achievements of at-risk youth and focus-
es on helping these youth achieve success in terms of completing 
homework, studying for tests, improving grades, strengthening their 
overall study skills, and fulfilling other curriculum requirements. 

• Master’s level Clinical Internship program. ACM is com-
mitted to training future therapists who have a desire to integrate 
the resources of religious faith into their counseling with clients. In 
1985, we expanded our level of community services by welcom-
ing interns from various colleges and universities pursuing Master’s 
level degrees in counseling and social work. Students are provided 
the opportunity to develop their counseling skills under the direct 
supervision of our diverse and talented staff. 

If a life transition, unexpected crisis or just daily stress has been 
challenging or overwhelming for you, we can help. A compas-
sionate counselor is available. Call Anchorpoint Counseling 
Ministry at 412-366-1300 to begin the healing process. 

When you find a friend in need,  
please pass on one of these cards. 

You’ll find a few 
cards on your table  

tonight. Keep  one in  
your wallet to share. 



Professional Billing Specialist
& Electronic Health Record Service Supplier

4550 McKnight Road • Pittsburgh, PA 15237
ph 412.459.0281 • fx 412.459.0290

Congratulations to  
Tonight’s Honorees 
& to Anchorpoint          Counseling Ministry 
for 50 Years of Ministry

From your friends at




